
 +92 317 2631567  connectwithmym@gmail.com  www.muhammadyousufmemon.com 

 

OLEVEL ISLAMIAT I PILLARS OF ISLAM I PAST PAPERS  

M
U

H
A

M
M

A
D

 Y
O

U
SU

F 
M

EM
O

N
 

LEVELS IN 10 MARKS QUESTIONS 

LEVEL MARKS DESCRIPTION 
 

4 
8 
- 

10 

Very Good/Excellent. A thorough, well-developed and 

substantial response. Demonstrates extensive, 

relevant and highly accurate knowledge of the subject 

in considerable detail and with evident expertise. 

Likely to quote Qur’an verses and Hadiths to support 

and illustrate points made. Comprehensive and 

thoughtful. 
 

3 
5 
- 
7 

 

Good. Addresses the question confidently and 

coherently. Demonstrates sound, detailed and 

generally relevant and accurate knowledge of the 

subject matter in great detail. Covers the main points. 

May quote Qur’an verses and Hadiths to support 

points made. 
 

2 
3 
- 
4 

 

Satisfactory. A fair, mainly relevant but generally 

undeveloped response. The candidate demonstrates 

some factual knowledge, which is fairly accurate and 

slightly wider than at basic level. Some of the main 

points are covered but lack substance. 

 

1 
1 
- 
2 

 

Basic. An attempt to answer the question, but lacks 

potential and/or is unfinished. Very limited knowledge 

of the subject. Response includes only a small amount 

of relevant material, or mainly irrelevant points. Facts 

are reported in basic outline only, often inaccurately, 

though some credible points are made. 
 

0 
0 
- 
0 

Irrelevant. No apparent attempt to answer the 

question set, or a wholly irrelevant response. Totally 

illegible. 
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SHAHADAH 
1 J2018/22/Q5/A 
‘There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is his messenger.’ Write about 

the significance of the shahada to a Muslim. [10] 
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2 N2012/22/Q4/A 
‘There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah’. 

Describe the Muslim beliefs summarised by the declaration of faith 

(shahada). [10] 
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PRAYERS 
1 N2019/22/Q4/A 
Write about the following: • the conditions that should be met before 

Muslims start prayer (salat), and • the importance of prayer (salat) in the 

life of Muslims. [10] 
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2 J2019/21/Q4/A 
Write about the following: • The benefits of private prayer (du’a) in a 

Muslim’s life. • The times when God is thought most likely to accept du’a. 

[10] 
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3 N2017/22/Q5/A 
Prayers (salat), whether obligatory or voluntary, require preparation. 

Write an account of how a Muslim prepares for it? [10] 
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4 J2017/22/Q5/A 
Write about the preparations made for the two ‘Id prayers and say how 

the prayers are performed. [10] 
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5 N2016/22/Q5/A 
Describe the particular features of Friday congregational prayers (Jum’a) 

and the main features of the Friday sermon. [10] 
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6 J2016/21/Q4/A 
(i) Outline the main teachings in the Qur’an and Prophetic Hadiths about 

prayer (salat) as the foundation of Islam. (ii) Describe how Muslims 

prepare themselves for prayer. [10] 
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7 N2015/22/Q3/A 
Describe the particular features of congregational prayers, both daily and 

on Fridays (Jum’a prayers). [10] 
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8 J2015/21/Q3/A 
Give an account of the conditions required for ablution (wudu) and the 

method of performing it. [10] 
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9 N2014/21/Q4/A 
The Prophet said, ‘Between a person and disbelief is discarding prayer.’ 

What benefits do Muslims find in regular prayer (salat)? [10] 
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10 J2013/42/Q4/A 
Describe how and why Muslims celebrate Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha. [10] 

 Same as Question 4 but Try to attempt this question with different pattern. 

11 N2012/22/Q5/A 
What is the purpose of prayers in congregation? [10] 
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12 J2012/22/Q4/A 
Give a detailed account of how Muslims prepare for prayer. [10] 

 Same as Question 3 

13 J2010/22/Q5/A 
What are the conditions of prayer (salat) that must be fulfilled before 

performing them. [10] 

 Same as Question 3 

14 N2009/22/Q4/A 
Describe the particular features of congregational prayers on Fridays 

(jum’a). [10] 

 Same as Question 5 
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FASTING 
1 J2019/21/Q5/A 
Describe how Muslims observe the fast of Ramadan and how this month 

should be spent. [10] 
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2 J2018/21/Q5/A 
Write about the moral, social and economic benefits of a Muslim fasting. 

[10] 
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3 N2016/21/Q4/A 
What are the benefits to individuals and the community of fasting in the 

month of Ramadan? [10] 

 Same as Question 2 

4 J2015/22/Q5/A 
Write about the practice of fasting in Ramadan and the moral benefits 

that a Muslim gains from fasting in this month. [10] 
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5 N2014/21/Q5/A 
What are the moral, spiritual and other benefits of fasting in Ramadan? 

[10] 

 Same as Question 2 

6 J2012/22/Q5/A 
Outline the features of the Ramadan fast, and identify which Muslims are 

exempted from fasting during this month. [10] 

 Same as Question 1 

7 N2010/22/Q3/A 
What are the daily observances of the Ramadan fast? [10] 

 Same as Question 1 
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ZAKAT 
1 N2019/22/Q5/A 
Write an account of alms-giving (zakat) and say who is liable to pay it and 

who it can be paid to. [10] 
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2 J2017/21/Q5/A 
Alms-giving (zakat) is an act of worship which benefits the community of 

Muslims. Write in detail about its benefits to the giver, the receiver and 

to society as a whole. [10] 
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3 N2015/21/Q4/A 
Write an account of the benefits that result from the payment of charity 

(zakat), and state to whom it should and should not be paid. [10] 
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4 N2013/21/Q4/A 
Outline the practice of almsgiving (zakat) in Islam. [10] 

 Same as Question 1 

5 N2013/22/Q5/A 
How are the individuals and the community benefited by almsgiving 

(zakat)? [10] 

 Same as Question 2 
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HAJJ 
1 N2019/21/Q4/A 
Describe any three of the following elements of pilgrimage (hajj): • ihram 

(garments worn for pilgrimage) • sa’i (running between the hills of Safa 

and Marwa) • rami (stoning the Jamarrat) • Qurbani (sacrifice). [10] 
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2 N2018/22/Q5/A 
Write a detailed account of the following: ● ihram; ● tawaf ; and ● sa’i. 

[10] 
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3 N2017/21/Q4/A 
Outline the various kinds of circumambulations (tawaf) around the Ka’ba 

required during the annual pilgrimage (hajj) and describe the conditions 

for performing them. [10] 
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4 J2016/22/Q4/A 
‘And complete the hajj or umra in the service of God’ (al-Baqara 2:196). 

What observances does a pilgrim complete in the performance of umra 

and how is umra different to hajj? [10] 
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5 J2015/21/Q4/A 
What acts do pilgrims (hajjis) perform on the 10th of Dhu al-Hijja and 

how does the rest of the Muslim community (umma) celebrate this day? 

[10] 
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6 N2014/22/Q4/A 
‘Pilgrimage to the House is a duty people owe to Allah, those who can 

afford the journey.’ (Al ‘Imran 3:97) (i) For who is the annual pilgrimage 

(hajj) compulsory and which Muslims are exempt from it? (ii) What things 

are forbidden to pilgrims while in the state of ihram? [10] 
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7 J2014/22/Q4/A 
How do Muslim individuals and the Muslim community benefit from the 

annual pilgrimage (hajj)? [10] 
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8 J2013/42/Q3/A 
Outline the main observances of the annual pilgrimage (Hajj). [10] 
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9 J2011/22/Q5/A 
What beliefs and practices are involved in: (i) stoning the Jamarat (ii) 

performing sa’y (iii) assembling at Arafat [10] 
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10 N2009/22/Q5/A 
Describe the main events of the annual pilgrimage (hajj). [10] 

 Same as Question 8 
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DIFFICULT QUESTIONS 
1 J2014/21/Q5/A 
Write about how the pillars of Islam help Muslims to improve their 

communal relationships and social responsibilities. [10] 
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2 J2013/22/Q5/A 
How do the Pillars of prayer (salat ) and fasting (sawm) bring Muslims 

closer to both God and other people? [10] 

 F 

O 

R 

 

E 

X 

A 

M 

I 

N 

E 

R 

 

U 

S 

E 

 

O 

N 

L 

Y 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:connectwithmym@gmail.com


 +92 317 2631567  connectwithmym@gmail.com  www.muhammadyousufmemon.com 

 

OLEVEL ISLAMIAT I PILLARS OF ISLAM I PAST PAPERS  

M
U

H
A

M
M

A
D

 Y
O

U
SU

F 
M

EM
O

N
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:connectwithmym@gmail.com


 +92 317 2631567  connectwithmym@gmail.com  www.muhammadyousufmemon.com 

 

OLEVEL ISLAMIAT I PILLARS OF ISLAM I PAST PAPERS  

M
U

H
A

M
M

A
D

 Y
O

U
SU

F 
M

EM
O

N
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:connectwithmym@gmail.com


 +92 317 2631567  connectwithmym@gmail.com  www.muhammadyousufmemon.com 

 

OLEVEL ISLAMIAT I PILLARS OF ISLAM I PAST PAPERS  

M
U

H
A

M
M

A
D

 Y
O

U
SU

F 
M

EM
O

N
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:connectwithmym@gmail.com


 +92 317 2631567  connectwithmym@gmail.com  www.muhammadyousufmemon.com 

 

OLEVEL ISLAMIAT I PILLARS OF ISLAM I PAST PAPERS  

M
U

H
A

M
M

A
D

 Y
O

U
SU

F 
M

EM
O

N
 

3 N2011/22/Q4/A 
Give descriptions of the way in which fasting and almsgiving are carried 

out among Muslims. [10] 
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LEVELS IN 4 MARKS QUESTIONS 

LEVEL MARKS DESCRIPTION 
 

4 
 

 

4 
 

Very Good/Excellent. Demonstrates a wide and 

thorough understanding of what the question asks. 

Recognises fully and can explain the significance of 

material used in answer. Can reason, evaluate and 

discuss in a thoughtful, mature manner. 
 

3 
 

 

3 
 

Good. Understands the significance of the question. 

Seeks to move clearly beyond a purely descriptive 

approach, demonstrating touches of maturity and a 

willingness to engage with and discuss the material. 

 

2 
 

 

2 
 

Satisfactory. Response is descriptive but makes some 

effort to offer evaluation. The candidate attempts, 

though with limited success, to move beyond a purely 

factual approach, with some limited discussion of the 

material. 

 

1 
 

 

1 

Basic. Limited understanding of the subject. The 

candidate’s response is descriptive and immature, with 

no attempt to discuss or evaluate the material. 

 

0 
 

 

0 
 

Irrelevant. No response submitted, or clearly lacks 

any understanding of the subject matter. 
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SHAHADAH 
1 N2012/22/Q4/B 
Explain how the declaration of faith (shahada) is acted upon through the 

remaining four pillars of Islam. [4] 
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PRAYERS 
1 N2019/22/Q4/B 
Why is private prayer (du’a) given so much importance by Muslims? Give 

reasons for your answer. [4] 
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2 J2019/21/Q4/B 
How does du’a bring a believer closer to God? [4] 
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3 J2018/22/Q5/B 
Why is the second Pillar of Islam prayer (salat ) so important in a Muslim’s 

life? [4] 
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4 N2017/22/Q5/B 
Invocation (dua) is highly recommended immediately after the obligatory 

prayer. Why do you think this is so? [4] 
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5 J2017/22/Q5/B 
What in your opinion is the importance of celebrating the two’Ids? [4] 
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6 N2016/21/Q5/B 
Are ‘Id al-Fitr and ‘Id al-Adha more than just celebrations? Give reasons 

for your answer. [4] 
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7 N2016/22/Q4/B 
Explain how this event (Friday Prayer) upholds the unity of the Muslim 

community. [4] 
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8 J2016/21/Q4/B 
Why should meeting for congregational prayers be more advantageous 

than performing prayer alone? [4] 
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9 N2015/22/Q3/B 
In your opinion why are congregational prayers considered to be 

beneficial to Muslims? [4] 
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10 J2015/21/Q3/B 
Why is ablution (wudu) given so much importance in your view? [4] 
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11 N2014/21/Q4/B 
Why do Muslims regard delayed (qada) prayers as a sign of God’s mercy? 

Give reasons for your answer. [4] 
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12 J2014/21/Q5/B 
Why is it beneficial for Muslims to pray Salat five times a day? [4] 
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13 J2013/42/Q4/B 
How do the two Eids bring the Muslim community together? [4] 
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14 N2012/22/Q5/B 
Explain why Muslims believe that personal prayer (du’a) is important? [4] 
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15 J2012/22/Q4/B 
‘A mosque is a focal point in the lives of Muslims.’ Discuss. [4] 
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16 J2010/22/Q5/B 
Explain the importance of mosques in Muslim communities. [4] 
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17 N2009/22/Q4/B 
Why do Muslims regard these prayers (Friday Prayers) as important? [4] 
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FASTING 
1 J2019/21/Q5/B 
What is the purpose of fasting during the month of Ramadan? [4] 
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2 J2018/21/Q5/B 
What, in your opinion, is the greatest reward of fasting? Support your 

answer by giving reasons for your choice. [4] 
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3 N2014/21/Q5/B 
Choose any one benefit of the Ramadan fast you have written about in 

Part (a) and say why you think it is most useful. [4] 
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4 J2012/22/Q5/B 
What advantages does the fast of Ramadan bring to the Muslim 

community? [4] 
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5 N2010/22/Q3/B 
Explain why the Ramadan fast is important to Muslims. [4] 
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ZAKAT 
1 N2019/22/Q5/B 
What is the importance of zakat in Muslim society? [4] 
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2 J2017/21/Q5/B 
Abu Bakr fought against those who refused to pay zakat during his 

caliphate. In your view what is the significance of this action? [4] 
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3 N2015/21/Q4/B 
In your opinion, what is the greatest benefit for the giver of zakat ? Give 

reasons to support your answer. [4] 
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4 J2015/22/Q5/B 
How do you think observing the Pillar of g iving alms (zakat ) benefits the 

giver? [4] 
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5 N2013/21/Q4/B 
Who do you think benefits more from the payment of zakat and why, the 

giver or the receiver? [4] 
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6 N2013/22/Q5/B 
Why are Muslims encouraged to pay sadaqa during Eid-al-Fitr ? [4] 
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HAJJ 
1 N2019/21/Q4/B 
Why do you think pilgrims strive so hard to touch the Black Stone (Hajr al 

Aswad)? [4] 
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2 N2018/22/Q5/B 
What is the significance of the Black Stone (Hajr al Aswad) to Muslims? 

[4] 
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3 N2017/21/Q4/B 
Why in your opinion is it desirable that the pilgrims should visit Madina 

after the performance of Hajj or Umra? [4] 
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4 J2016/22/Q4/B 
Explain how the outward actions performed during umra improve a 

pilgrim’s inner spirituality. [4] 
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5 J2015/21/Q4/B 
What in your opinion are muslims reminding themselves of when they 

celebrate Eid al Adha? [4] 
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6 N2014/22/Q4/B 
Some muslims are exempt from performing the annual pilgrimage (hajj). 

Why do you think this is so? [4] 
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7 J2014/22/Q4/B 
How does Talbiya sum up the relationship between the pilgrim (Hajji) and 

God? [4] 
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8 J2013/42/Q3/B 
How does Hajj encourage a sense of equality amongst Muslims? [4] 
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9 J2011/22/Q5/B 
Explain the main differences between Hajj and Umrah. [4] 
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10 N2009/22/Q5/B 
Explain the significance of the Prophet Abraham in the observance of the 

pilgrimage. [4] 
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DIFFICULT QUESTIONS 
1 J2013/22/Q5/B 
Briefly explain the importance of any one of the remaining three 

(Shahadah, Zakat and Hajj) in the Life of a Muslim. [4]  
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2 N2011/22/Q4/B 
Show how these two pillars (Fasting and Zakat) keep the Islamic 

community together. [4] 
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